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Thank you for attending. We hope that our plans are clear and that the exhibition 
has been helpful. We would like to invite you to make comments on the proposals 
which will be taken into account in considering the next steps for the project.

Our representatives will provide you with a comments form which you can complete 
today, or alternatively you can provide comments later by:

Website www.armfieldacademy.co.uk

FCAT are keen to hear form the local community and will be considering all of the 
responses in the context of developing the plans for the site further. It is the intention 
to then prepare a planning application for submission to Backpool Council.

Comments

V3 Sports Hall Block - The existing layout of the sports hall block will largely be 
retained with all areas fully refurbished to provide a modern facility to serve the new 
Academy. The block contains at ground floor level; a 4 court sports hall, changing 
facilities and a large assembly hall with a raised stage. A small studio will be formed 
by combining 3 existing spaces and a site maintenance office & store will be 
creating using excess changing areas. In certain instances the existing building 
provides spaces in excess of the brief requirements, for example the brief calls for a 
3 courts sports hall, but the existing building provides is a 4 courts sports hall. In 
these instances it has been deemed that the most effective solution is to retain the 
existing areas accepting that they are over the requirements of the brief.

At first floor level the existing Music and Drama suite will be retained with the layout 
reworked to provide accommodation in line with the brief . This will include a 
separate drama and music classroom, a general teaching classroom, practice 
rooms, staff work room / offices and associated storage.

An existing access into the sports hall block off First Avenue will be retained as a out 
of hours / community use entrance which will allow the facilities in this block to be 
accessed independently without compromising the security of the rest of the school.

To the south of the existing assembly hall the adjoining building is to be demolished 
and a new entrance formed providing access into the block from the main secondary 
school play area. A new entrance canopy / lobby has been indicated to provide 
shelter for users accessing the block as well as helping to define the entrance.  

In order to make this block fully accessible a new platform lift has been integrated 
into the proposals along with accessible toilet, shower and changing facilities.

V4 Design Centre - The retained Design Centre block is a relatively recent addition 
and as such is in a reasonable condition. It is the intension to retain its function as a 
design centre with minimum alterations but with a full refurbishment to provide a 
modern facility to serve the new academy.  

An area of the ground floor will be used as the main plant room serving all buildings 
on the north of Arnold Avenue. On the ground floor there will also be two practical 
D&T classrooms as well as a Food Technology classroom, a staff office and 
associated storage. The existing toilet facilities will be expanded to provide separate 
male and female pupil toilets as well as an accessible toilet. The first floor will 
accommodate an Art and Design Suite with 2 Art classrooms, a Graphic Design 
classroom and an ICT suite. A staff work room will also be provided along with an 
ICT Tech office adjacent to the ICT Suite.

Two external escape staircases will be provided to replace those which have been 
removed which originally served the building as fire escapes from the upper floor.

In order to make this block fully accessible a new platform lift has been integrated 
into the proposals.
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